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or Encouraged. 


faneneſs. 


I ſhall not either, concern theſe Papers 
iven by the Right Rever 
Convocation, 


part of the Reaſons 

the Upper Houſe o 
agreeing with the Lower Houle in the ſaid Re- 
which in the Title of the Repre- 


preſentation, 
ſentation ! IS calleg WW ng it 7 the IE gg 4 


San oC 
| merry f * F 


uE 


RE PRESEN TATION, 


OF- THE. 


Lower * of Convocation of the 
 Engliſo-Clergy Examined, c. 


Tor Pious Zeal and juft en of the lo * 
verend Members of the Lower Houſe cf. 41 4 

Convocation, „ againſt the late EE. 
ceſſive Growth of Infidelity 14 WM 
phaneneſs, in their late 
vtherwiſe, can never be ſufficicatly Commended; 
ped no Reader of theſe 
Remarks, will be ſo Uncharitable to i | 
that we are entring the Liſts againſt the Convo= = 
cation, in Defence of the aforeſaid Abhor d ang 
Abominable Crimes of Infidetity, Hereſi ie and Fre- 


ereſy, and P. 
cprifaintion,” © 


for their dit 
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= otherwiſe than juſt to Note in Defence of the {aid 


* Houſe; that however I do not enquire 
What 


their LordſhipsReaſons were for the ſaid Diſ- 
agreeing with the Lower Houſe, which I doubt 
not were very good, it may yet be allow'd to 
ay Negatively what they were not, (viz.) Not for 
any want of Zeal in their Lordſhips againſt the 
aforeſaid Crjmes, or that their Lordſhips were 
in the leaſt willing to Favour or Encourage de- 
lity, Herefie or Prophaneneſs, which they are very 
ſenſible, have of late exceſſively increaſed in theſe 
Nations, „ and which they have on all occaſions 
given Teſtimony both of their Concern about, 
and their Zea! againſt : - Nor was it, as is hum- 
bly advanc'd in their Lordſhip's behalf, that they, 
the Upper Houſe, - ſhould not be very willing 
upon all Occaſions to join in a regular manner, 
and as far as they think their Duty, with the 
Lower Houſe, in duly Repreſenting to Her 
Majeſty the State of Religion, with reſpe& as 
well ta theſe, as all other Evils that obſtruct 
85 Growth of the true Chriſtian Religion in 
theſe Nations; altho' they could not join in the 
Teveral Additions, as well as ſome Circumſtanch 
in the manner, which their Lordſhips thought 
they had juſt Reaſan to diſlike in the ſaid Repre: 

D . 
lf any Man pleaſes to Reviſe the Two Differ- 
ing Repreſentations as they are Publiſhed, and 
das they both - paſſed in the reſpective Houſes of 
Conyocation, they need not beat much Difficul- 
ty ta find out the Paint in whieh the Two Houſes 
Diſagreed. And tho' the ſaid Dilagreement is 
perhaps the Principal Reaſon why the faid Re- 
| Preſentations were reſpe&ively printed, by way 
of Appeal to the World and to give them op- 
Ed „ s portunity 
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W 
zortunity to judge of the ſaid Difference q *yert 
hall rather take notice of ſome things herein 
he ſaid e Aiffers from the! trye 


t {tate of Religion in Fygland,* which it is fild7ro.. = WM 
o Wepreſent, an of ſuch things wherein it Viffers EE 


rom the Opinion of the Upper Houſe. Nor ſhall 
take this by way of Paragraph, as if we wer 
re Poing to give a particular Anſwer to the Repre- 


e- entation, but rather Examite, agreeable to our 
ry Nritle, what is the true State of Religion in this 
ſe Nation in the Caſe Reprefetited; and ſay ſome- 
hing, which, had the Reverend Conyocationh 
t, Nook'd with an Impartial Eye, into the Circumſtan- 
n- es of the Church, they would have ſeen great 
auſe to have added in the Body of their Re. 


ng preſentation, or to have alter'd the Subſtance of 
er, It, ſo as that it might have Included theſe things 
he Frith (or perhaps inſtead of) ſomeè of thoſe on 
ler Nchich they lay the Great Streſs of their Rumble 
As owplaint, = ee irn 152 TOR DC 
uc All Men will grant the Fruth of the'firſt Aﬀer- 
in ion in the Repreſentation, (viz.) that a De · 


luge of Impiety and Licentiouſheſs hath brokeh' 
in upon us, and overſpread the Face of this 
Church and Kingdom, and alſo that this is Mat- 
ter of Unſpeakable Grief. io enen 
But it is humbly Referr'd to the Confideration 
ter- Þ! al) Impartial Men, that the Source of this De- 
and ge is not thorowly Traced by the Convoca- 
s of ion; and that had the Reverend Members of 
cul- e Committee not fainted in their Search they 
uſes Þight have gone much farther back than the late 
t is Pebellion, and indeed might have come to a full 
Re- op, even at the Native, True, Undoubted 
way pring, and Original, to which we all owe the 
op- rogreſs of Satan's Kingdom, and the * 
: 8 rolls 


2 


Ml rope Pruption of all manner of Wickedneſs i 
1 Committee ſeems to ow! 
Source aforeſaid, they ſay with great Modeſty 
er could have Trac'd it 


. back as we have Trac'd it.) To which it had bee 


ſubjoin d ſome Reaſons, as no doubt they ha 
many very good ones to produce, why they Tn 


been Partial in fixing the Source of our Impi 


fear of finding it where it was, and therefo 


mittee of the Convocation, ought, and in Dulſſ 
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themſelves ſenſible of, when in. ſpeaking of t] 


as far back as we have Trac'd it, ſignifying, th: 

Id h farther 1 bu 
being rather willing to have it fix d upon tho 
\Titnes, than Convinc'd that it ought not to | 
look d for ſomewhere elſe, they ſet down thi 
for its Original reſerving nevertheleſs a Doe 
of Eſcape. at this Cautious Parentheſis, (as f 


very happy, if they had thought fit to have ſul 


£ed it no farther. /- _ x 
This had ſery'd to Silence thoſe Unquiet Phaiſhh;e+y. is 
naticks, who alledge that the Convocation hav Unkay 


ed by a 
ich Goc 
the Han 
ich he 
truſted 
Hands 
es afore! 
that e 
de an En 
na Con 


and Licentiouſneſs at a wrong Period, in orde 
to blacken their Party, and the Times when the 
had the Reins in their hands; while they (th 
Convacation) knew the true Spring of them la 
father back, where they did not care to look 
and that they did not Trace it back farther, fo 


look for it, where it was not. At the ſame tim 
giving no other Reaſon why they place the ſa 
Source of our Evil there, than this, viz. (not thi 
they could not) but that they have not T raced 
farther back. | ; | | 
Wherefore I hambly crave leave to Remarſ the pro 
that in Juſtice to Truth, the Reverend the Con 


to the Nature of a True Repreſentation, 8 0 
O's 2 | oblig' 


ac'd the Deluge of theſe Impieties, not to 2 
ppoſed but to a True and Real Source. Rug 1 
, with Submiſſion, that it is not a ſufietent 
idence to prove the Sburce of thoſe Impieties i 


jon, the ſaid Source may be any where elſe, 
ell as there; and perhaps may be 


1 


2 and not there. IF ; 
\nd that I may with the moft Impartial - Care 
ther Repreſent the Injuſtice of this placing our 
pieties at the Period aforeſaid, it is hamblyt 


- Wered, That the true Source of all this Deluge of 
55 mety, is rather to be plac'd at that Wretched 
a 


ed by a Law; when the Sword of Authority, 
ich God for the terror of Evil doers, had put in- 


ich he ought not to haue born in vain, being 
truſted by his Sovereign Lord and Maker, to 

Hands of King F-- - 5 the Firſt, for the Pur- 
„ lol; aforeſaid, was Employ'd by him againſt the 
efolſd that gave him that Authority; and was 
tinte an Encourager, and Maintainer of, ( nay 


e Jun a Compeller of his Subjects by Violence to) 


t thilnanner of Impiety and Licentiouſnes; particu- 

ced by the Publiſhing that Inpious, Licentious, 
by all good Chriſtians, Adhor'd Proclamation 

mar the Profanation of the Lord's Day, called the 


Conf BOOK OF SPORTS; Condemning as Puri- 


Du, Phanaticks, and Schiſmatichs, and turnin 
Weh of their Livings all thoſe Godly, Pious and 
_— ; Learned 
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ig d, beſides their Ne of Sincerity . to theilt 
ereign, before whom the) were. lying ire 
ue State of Religion in this Nation, to hive | 


nd in the late long unnatural Rebellion, to a 
t they have Trac'd it no farther, -fince' by. thus 
e, for any thing that appears in this Repreſerty 


ſomewhete ; 


vl Unhappy Time, when Iniquity was Eftab- 


he Hands of the Supreme Magiſtrate, and 
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earned Miniſters of the Chhrch of Englan 


who. refuied to joyn in that War Proclaimd Bo. 
gainſt Heaveh 5 by Reading, again(t' their Con 0 down 


ences, that Impious and Abominable Book 
thei Church, {pi of odd 0 
Till this Time the Church of England, and ti 
Kimꝗdom of England, as the Repreſentation fa 
well, was Emment for Purity of Faith, and Sobri 
ty of Manners. But from this time forward, f 


grew-Noted for Corruption in both, _ 
By this wicked Contrivance, the ſhame 2. ofD 
Diſgrace of that Reign, the Morals of the Nati 
were entirely Debauch'd. and God's Holy D 
Prophaned by the King's Commandment. Then 
was, that the Poor People were (et to Sports a 
Paſtimes, on the Day, in which. God had Cor 
manded that we ſhould do no manner of Work. - | 
it when our Lawful Employments were forbi 
den us, Games and Sports could yet be ma 
_ Lawful. Ther et was that the moſt Inpious Licen 
was given by the King, that ever was heard of 
this Nation, and which no Chriſtian Nation- 
the World can ſhew the Parallel to. Where c 
Pleaſurers were the Exerciſe of God's Holy Da 
- in defiance of his Expreſs Prohibition, and" Ce 
tempt of his Gracious Invitation to the {tri 
Obſervance of that Day, in that Remakable Te 
Iſar 58. 13. 14. thou turn away thy foot from! 
Sabbath, from doing thy Pleaſure on my Holy d 
and call the Sabbath a delight, the holy of the Ln 
Honourable, and ſhalt honour him, not doing thi 
own ways, nor finding thine own pleaſure, nor It 
ig thine own words. Then ſalt thou delight | 
Jelf in the Lord, and Iwill cauſe thee to ride 1 
the high places of the Earth, and feed thte m 
the heritage of Jacob thy Father; fer the moi 
the Lord hath ſprken it. „ 


ſtrance, 
UMe 55 
DOUTCE . 
en tiou 
rac'd. 
hoſe th 
eebelltos 
don of t 
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22 


6 lactend of theſe nei rinks of the. Salbe 


bath, the forefaid Impicus Proclamation pulls - 
dow the Sacred Senſe of God's Command, and 
lays the Sabbath open to the Licentious ' ind A- 
bominable Praiſe of Sport and Paſtimes; giving 


a9 Licenſe to the People to meet together for ' the 
3 profeſs'd Publick horrid Inſulting of their Mak- 
er in theſe very worde. 
=o enen 


Our Pleaſure likewiſe is that after the end 
© of Divine Service, our good People be not Di- 
turbed, Letted or Diſcduruged from any” Law- 
fal Recreations on Sundays, or other Holidays, 
ſuch as Dancing, Men or Women, archery 
Leaping Vaulting : nor from having may 
Games, Whitſon-ales, and Morrie Dancingand 
ſetting up May-poles, and ather Sports there- 
with oled, lo as the ſame be had in Convenient 
wa time, without Impediment or neglect ef Dl. 
vine Service. id. Book of Sports, P. 66. 
| 2 1 pods e F 


We ſhould cauſe more of this to be Quoted 
dut that the thing is ſo abominable, it ſeems grie-+ 
ous to write, and a Melancholly thing to be 

Handed down to Poſteritiyh 
Let our Reverend Fathers of the Convocation 
de Judges for the Juſtice of this prelent Remon- 
ſtrance, that this is the moſt palpable period of 
time; and indeed the only one to which the 
Source of the Great Deluge ot Impiety and Li- 
entioulneſs that is broke in upon us ought to be 
rac'd. © Nor can they Adjourn the beginning of 
hoſe things from this time, to the late Vnnaturat - 
Febellion, unleſs it be; becauſe that K.Ch--5 I. the 
on of the aforeſaid King 3 renew'd the _ ' 
| Ws War 
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Authority. 
the Clergy of the Church of England; the Sober, 


their Churches which they foreſaw would be che 
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War againſs Heaven, which his Father had WM It 
wickedly begun, by Reprinting the ſaid Procla- 1 
ie and adding his own Authority to renew. il * 
ole Sports and Paſtimes, in the Ninth Year of Wl 1 

his Reign ; which abominable Practiſe was not, e 
xe juſtly thought, the leaſt occaſion of the il © 


= 


may b 
9 5 Plague of Civil War, and Rebellion 


Oo 
Which broke out in a few Years after, and which M 5 


ended in the Deſtruction of that King, and for a 
while in the Sabverſion of the Government. 
Ican nos therefore but referr back to thoſe ©: 
Miſerable Times: when all manner of Wicked- 
nels, Profaneſs, Contempt of God, and of his Pe 
Sabbath, broke in upon this Nation, partly by 
the Conmvance, and partly by the open Autho-W 
rity ofthe Crown. i 
From this wicked Practice we cin not won- 
der, it either on the one hand, Licentious People 
the reſtraint of the Law being taken away, took 
their ful Eiberty. to. provoke God with open Im- 
/ moralities, or that the Enemies of Revealed Re- 
ligion took an Advantage from hence to mock 
and make a jeſt of Religion in General; or that 
all. manner of Error crept in, where ſo groſs an 
Error led the way, under the ſhelter ot Royal” t 


From hence began the General Debauching of 


Pious, Diligent and Learned Miniſters being 
every where Furn'd aut of their Livings; which 
they willingly and chearfully forſcok, rather 
than Submit to Read that Abominable Book in 


Source of all Impiety and Licentiouſneſs (the Con. 
vocations own words) and likewife to be found 1 
in Mr. Perkins Reaſon, of the Separation of theft tir 


Puritans, pag. 16. It 


1 v 
© 4 * 
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FEY 17 AD. 
It was, ſays 2 Old Chriftian, an ine 


reflible Gricfof Soul to thoſe: good Men t 
| 2 the ſame Pulpits, where they tad With | 
Labour, Conſcience, and Diligence Unwearl- 


| ed, Preached to their People the Sound Do- 


ctrines of the Goſpel of Chriſt, and thundreti 


| out the Curſes of God's Riphiteons Law 4- 


ainſt Sabbath- Breakers, Riotous Perſons,ant . 
cofaners of God's Holy Ordinances, made 
the Trumpetters to Proclaim Satan's King- 
dom, to Licenſe what God had ſtrittly for- 
bidden, under Severe Comination, and the 
People Invited to Wickedneſs from theſame 
Places, and by the Mouths-of the fatne Mi- 

niſters that uſed: to Invite them to Heline 
and Chriſtian Purity; and therefore many. 


good Men choſe to Suffer the loſs of their 


Livings, and forſake their Churches; which 
were now become the Source of Imprery and 
Licentiouſneſs. : | 


How. unhappy now was it for our Convocati- 
, that being to Repreſent to Her Majeſty the 


ate of Religion, in their Enquiry into, and 
arch afrer the Source of Impiety and Profane- 


s, they ſhould ſtop ſhort at the. late Rebellion, 
ver look hack to the true beginning of the 


Wing, and FOB Her Majeſty off, only with tel- 


g Her, they have Traced it no farther ;z- which 


y body might have known without their tel- 


git, upon a bare looking over the Repreſen- 
ion. „5 Et. | 
Now ſuppoſe Her Majeſty ſhonld have faid to 
w, in Anſwer to their Repreſentation, ſome- 
ng like this, which I maſt own, they might 
{cen a great deal of Reaſon to have expected 
M tivir Soyereigo. 


Gentle» 


a =_ . = I TIT ies. Dons. th = 
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: c ] am equally Grieved when I Reflect on tha 


& hath broke in upon us, and approve very wel 
of your Tracing it to its true Source. But I Ob 
© ſerve you ſay as far back as you have Traced i 


K that the real Original of it way be diſcover' 
< without which I think no ſtop can be put to it 


F 
Gentlemen, 


© Deluge of Impiety and Licentiouſneſs Whid 28 al 


] hope you have Traced it as far back as you can 


© farther breaking in upon us. | can b 
Had Her Majeſty been pleaſed to ſay any thin V 
like this to the Clergy, when they had Preſeni at th 
ed their Repreſentation (if they had Preſente in th 
it) I cannot but with ſome Amazement Refle(W That 
on What the Gentlemen would ha' ſaid for then and 
ſelves, and I think they could have only Anſwer from 
it one of theſe ways. 7 thoſe 

1. Sullenly, Why really, Madam, we hay who 


Tyac'd it no farther aud think that is far of th 
nough. Or, 0 „„ 
2. Ingenuouſiy Madam, we Humbly ask You vings 
| Majeſties Pardon, that we- have not Trac dow: 
it farther ; and we will according to Jo tiouſi 


Majeſties Direction, go on, to Search an 3nd þ 

Trace it to the bottom: Or, Th 

3. Honeſtly, Truly, Madam, this was ti Chur 

moſt proper Period tor our Purpoſe, as 

ſuited beſt the Deſign we had in view, (Jig 

to blacken that Party of Your Majeſties Sullf 

jects, we aim at; and as we were conſciol | 

that looking farther back would have hx when 

it, where we are not willing to have Vene 

_ 7. Jound, 5 | came 

As I have plac'd the true Source of the Gre Ergla 

-Þ.tuge of Impiety and Licentiouſneſs at the well a 

riod of the Book of Sports, it would neceſſariſſ enoug 
Bee Cl 


— ß ED 
call me g gene True State of the, Nati- 
tha on's Morals before, (and unto) that very time; 
hic as alſo to Enquire into the State of Religion and 
Morality from that time; both which would II- 
luſt rate the Point that I am upon, (#7z.) That 
the True e e and Source of our Impiety and 
ca Licentiouſneſs is to be moſt juſtly placed here. 
er But the other Abſurdities of this Repreſentation, 
o il call me off from this needſul Work, ſo that 


* 


can but juſt touch upon it. 


thin What the State of Religion in England was 

ſz at that time, cannot be better expreſſed, than 

ente in the words of the Repreſentation it ſelf, (/7z.) 1 
efleſ That England was Eminent for Purity of Faith, 
then and - Sobriety of Manners. This was Evident, 9 


wer from the blameleſs Lives, and found Principles of 
thoſe Eminent Divines of the Church of Exg/and, 
pa who were overwhelmed by the Firſt Eruption 
of this faid Deluge of Impiety and Licentionſneſfs; 
and as I quoted before, were caſt out of their Li- 
Voi vings, becauſe they could not conſent to ſwim © 
Trac down the ſt rong Current of Impiety and Licen- 
Jou tiouſneſs which then ran through the Kingdom, 
-h an and bore down all before it. 4 UT I 
Theſe were the Champions of God, and of the 
is ti Church of England, the very Seed of the Mar- 
„ as tyrs in the Reign before, ſprung up in Queen 
(Viz Elixabeth's Long and Happy Reign, and Kipen- 
es Sul ed to a Perfection never ſince known in this Na- 
aſcio non, Theſe were they, for whom Eraſmus; 
re fix when he came into Exgland, entertain'd ſuch a 
have Veneration; that being Enquired of when he 
came back to Holland, of the State of Religion in 
Ergland; and giving an account of Perſons, as 
the PE well as Things, after he had ſpoken favourably. / 
eſſarif enough too of other People; but, ſays 7 N 
0 be: mma 


1 : © £2! 13 1» 

Anima ha cum Puritanis Anglibanis; may m 
Soul Reſt with the Souls of the Engliſh Nn 
Vpon the Death of the Famous Queen Eliza: 

th the Patron of the Engliſn Gharch 5, with the 
Scots Court came in all manner of Diſoluteneſs, 
 Prophaneneks and Immorality; which, that it 
might ſpread over the whole Nation, the King 
began early, and even at his firſt Coming, Pub- 
liſhed this Abominable Proclamation for the Pro- 
fanation of Gods Holy Day, © . ; 

What the Morals of the King himſelf were, 1 
need do no more than referr the Reader to Coke's 
Detection, Vol. I. where a large Account is gi- 
ven of the Methods by which the Court Endea· 
vour'd to Debauch the Morals of the People. As 
to the King himſelf, thoſe Devout Chriftians, Nn 
who put up their daily Prayers in his Houſe ofs 

Revels, now the Royal Chappel, can not when 
they caſt up their Eyes Ejaculatorily to Heaven, 
but ſee the Image of the Sovereign of thoſe 
Times, -Crown'd with Garlands, and Celebrat- 
ing the Baccanalian Triumphs of Drunkennels 
and Debauchery. And as this Roof was Painted 
by the Curious Hand of the Famous Titian, he 
has Repreſented Things and Perſons ſo to the 
Life, that there needs no Workman to come af- 
ter him, to- deſcribe thoſe Drunken Days. 

From this Time, Strictneſs of Life, Eminence for 

Piety,for Doctrine, and for Diligence, gre daily 
more and more out of Faſhion; and if any Mr- 
niſter of the Church of England, diſtinguilh'd 
himſelf by his Exactneſs of Converſation, or Zea- 
lous Preaching againſt the Vicesof the Times, 
he became Contemptible among the People, was I. 
Reproached with being Preciſe, and Branded 
with what they then thought Infamous, { Viz) the . 
Character of a Puritan. The 
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The Chuteh,farmerly: the pute Temple of Di- 
ne Adora tion, and the Place Where True Re- 
gion was Taught; the Goſpel of aur Lord Jeſus 
ropagated, Youth Catechifed and Juftruftes, and 


trife, filled with the Farce Additional Ceremo- 


. 
* 


jes Unpreſcribed by the Connon, and with con- 


el their Principles to the looſneſs of the Times. 
The Church Yards were Throng' d every Lord's 
hay with the Louths of the Country, juf like a 
ſarket, plage ar 4 Fair 3 Mh ſtœod ready, aſſoon 
; the bleſſing mas out of the Miniſter : Meauth, to 
Alas Londly for that Curſe that God has pro- 
+2 Wunced againft thoſe that break his Command 
* nts : The Joyful ſhout of the Congregation 
aging Praiſes to God at the Cancluſian of his 


ance, to the Wreſtling and the Cudgel playing; 
d the Miaiſters ALIA but juſt before. eve 
ntly prayed to God for the People, joyns in pro- 
king God with them. No ſooner was the Ser- 
ce Ended, but the Bells began to Ring, the 
e- Houſe open, the People, fall to Dancing, and 


velling the bleſſed Equivalent yo Queen 
for Niabethe Reformation. © hb. 
or The Sober Religious, Godly Family's who 
laily th their old Mini ſters, abhored this way of 
by: ophaning God's Day, Retired; ſhut themſelves 
_ in their Houſes, and ſpent the reſt of the Day 


Reading God's Word, InſtruRing their Chit- 


Ws; for which they were Damm d asSchiſmaticks, 
proch'd as Puritans, and Preciſe People, their 

| indows often broke, and they Branded as Diſ- 
The - IE loyal, 


0d Honcured; now became the Theatre of 


nued Railery at thoſe, who were not able to le- 


or ſpip, was immediately Eccho'd from without, 
of the Rabble thouting to the Ring, and to the 


Jen and Servants, and Praying with their Fami- 
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loyal, and Dig fected. being they would not « 
bey the Commands of their Prince, to go to th 
Devil the orteſt W... 
Two things had their beginning at this Period 
and tho' I do not deſcend to the Proof of it, fot 
vrant ot room in this Tract, yet I offer my felfti 
preve the Fact at any time. e 
1.  Difſenting began here; and had it not bee 

for this Abominable Step, there had been ni 
ſuch thing known in this Nation, as a breakin 
off from the Church; For the Old Puritans, all 
tho* they did Diflike fome things, yet the 
made it a point of Conſcience, not to brea 
off in Conimunion from the Church; and 
probably never had broken off, if this Vil 
Attempt,of ſetting up an Allowed Prophanz 
tion of the Lord's Day had not been made 
and they puſh'd at to join in it; which the 
frefus'd to do, from the very ſame Principle 
that the Glorious Mrtyrs in Queen Mary 
Days refuſed Popery; at the price of thei 
Lives, and the Penalty of Fire and Faggot. 
2. The Deluge of Impiety and Licentiouſneſs be 
gan here, which has fince overſpread th 
Face of this Nation; and here the Convor: 
tion might have fouud it, If they had though 
fit to have Trac'd it farder back. And 
' theſe Reverend Gentlemen, cannot be ignoif 
rant of the Fact, there is no doubt, but th 
Knowledge they had of its being to be foun 
here, was one principal Reaſon, why the h 
: rac'd it no farther back than the late Reb 
m_—_ > 3 
Come we next to Enquire Concerning the Pe 
riod where thele Gentlemen have placed iter 
(Ji) The late Rebellion; from which it mae! 
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t obe allowed 10 had an Addi tion-3"tho': Lemnot 4 


ow the Source or beginning co be chere, as chr 
Convocation hazatiedged: Now tho! ih ſiriaRes- 
od 


5 fot 
elf ti 
bee 


211 N( 


hen People are Tracing a Stream to its Source, 
he additional Channels that may add to and en- 
large that Stream, arè nothing: to the Main En- 


he ion in hand; yet havingfirſt prov'd un- 


1hinWenyably, that the Source or Original of theſe 

1s, A hings was not rightly placed ; and this, 1 think 
the plain, I. hall not fticł to gram them, that thoſe 
brealeginnings of Miſchief, tho riſer to Deluge be- 
an ore the (ad War, yet receiv'd 4 Great Addition 
vil rom the Accident of the ſaid Reben 
han But then it would be Natural to Enquirefrom e 
made Thich Party, or from which Side, either of 
the Ning or Parliament, during that Unnatural BR.. 
ciple dellion, the Deluge ef Inpiety aforeſaid, receiv'd 
Jary be greateſt Additions: And tho the mighty 
theil ry of Hypocriſy and Puritaniſin which was raiſed 
pot. Neainſt the Parliament Party, ſeems to carry an 
eb cknowledgement with it, that they had ⁊t leaſt 

14 th greater ſhew of Religion, and reſtraint of Man- 


ers than ordinary, whether ſincere or not, is nit 
o my purpoſe;, Let it muſt be own'd, the King's 
Party were no Hypocrites, but gave themſelves 
Liberty in all manner of avowed Wickedneſs, 
Blaſphemy, Oaths, Drunkenneſs, and Debauch- 


1 vol 
zoughh 
ind 

eigne 
ut th 
 foun 
y the 
Rebel 


the Pe 
ed it 
it mi 


he King himſelf often ſpoke of with repret, but 
tould never reſtrain: "This had certainly ſome 
hare in the Addition to the Deluge aforelaid ; 
nce tho there may be but little True Religion, 
here there is a g#ear om of it, yet there iS cer- 
ninlyleſs, where K all; And it 
SHY 225 | 18 
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ſoning this is nothing to the purpoſe ; becauſe, | 


zairy 5-(viz.)-its Source or f which is 


A 
— "map mummy. 1 = 
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y; Which all their Writers acknowledge, and 
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is betterfor à Nation, 2 e of eb two ſisſa 
tunes malt hifald d, t have a falſe appearatice; 9d 
Religion; unn no Veſliges of appearance of Ro 
Vigion at üs, For they that cxend a6 Refigicg 
yo Will 22 2 fSanctit, a 
appearance of Morals, — the othy 
with their ptetenges to Religion, caſtoffall: pre 
tences to. Sobriety of f Manners, of to the Rub 
of Hamanify fell. : 174 none. O20 ' 
- Muck of this — Calein the late /Unnati 
ral War ; one Side pretended to lara ti 
vor hing ru me in tlus Enguiry, w did an 
:mnore ————— let peg lie It Will 
but the other (pretended ta no 4 bes but gave a 
entire Looſg: _ all manner Profinencl an git 
Impiety. A « | 
Nowy w ther: of hats Cantribared mn 
the Enereaſing the Deluge, for that it mas a Di 
luge before; has been 8 of Impiety an 
Licentiouſneſs which ake in upon 8 Nati 
on, is for any hady ta daternli nee. 
The Sum of the Matter therefore ſeems to lit 
thus, and had the Convocation bt fit t 
have acted Iwpartially, they woul have Con | 
cluded i it ſo. | 
That the Original and Source of that Deluge « 
Impiety and Licentiouſneſs which is broken i 
upon this Nation, is to be found in the lettin 
Looſe the People to all manner of Liberty, in thi 
Prophanatiop of the: Lords Day, and taking 
of ee Rave of the, Laws fam them, by tif *. 
Book gh Spots 4 which, the Wicked Ni ther 
ture af t te its own full ſwings ruſ lt 
out intu a — Buse ſo, and elle 
ſame beiygeEncreaſed, o Hof des dhrive: t 
late ne PE-pradup log 


m0 


ae Mt, FORK ro the very a 
„ Religion, and is ended in a Spirit af 


iniſin aud Profancneſs, 
ee have cur ue e Ma TN: 


ial - hay new in the Nation, a 4 
Il Men would have acquieſced in the Juſtice: of 
L 28 eyery. good- Man acknowledges with : 


it this! is Prevaricating with Her Majeſty,giv- | 
ga partial Repreſentation of che Thing, aſſign - F 
Th ieee and apparently Ng e BZ 
Pncesling the, Truth, and.eadeavouring to 1 
ſe Her Maj y, by Loading thoſe People wich . 
e Beginnings, and Cauſe 1 — Miſchief, 
e han. it; and con 915 giying ſuch 
their fixing it there, bog onlifty = 


Rete J 17 1 tothe Cafe it ſelt, or good . 
tothe QUEEN, ſeing to ſiy they ha 
raced it but ſa far, is to imply, they did = 
WR themſelveß obliged to Tract it thoroughly for 
er Majeſties Sati faction, but ſo: far only as; 
| joke be for their Purpoſe, in impoſing upon her 
-Wajeſty, and the whole Nation. 
After having thus found them Deſicient in the be 
MWarching.or Tracing this Evil to its True Source yi 
could not reaſonably be expected they ſhould, 
ea True Account of its Progrels, or Relfraintes 
of 177 7551 they 22 * 7 * 

g Kixſt Rlace, Repre tion aps; 
Bar Fer 50 pe ien deed - they: 


„at laſh; where they. 
apt ach Ire to felt hee weight, iy leave the 


Sub- 


1 
Subject of their Inexpreſſible Grief-(viz.) the De: 
huge of Impiety, Licentiouſneſs and Profaneneſs, and 
lay the whole ſtreſs of their Complaint, upo: 


tze Publiſhing Blaſphemons and Heretical Bookg + 


X & Notions in the World, in: 2 of the Fun 
damentall Doctrine of the Chriſtian Faitn. 
But they Err in the firſt Step, Concerning 
what has already, and would again put a check 
to this Evil, (vix.) Laying it all upon Reftrai 
ing the Liberty of the Press. 
This is ſo Groſs a Miſtake, and is aproved { 
by Experience and by the Temper and Cuſtom 
of the People of this Nation, that on the conti 
ry, the Liberty of the Preſs, ſo far as it is Legal 
ly a Liberty, both is and may be the beſt ſtep te 
pull down and put a ſtop to Error, Hereſie ani 
$iaſphemons Faire: +. 
Ihe Chriſtian Religion, which is founded u 
pon Truth, and ſeeks Demonſtration, has ina 
Ages Flouriſhed by the Liberty of the Preſs; ani i 
the Reſtraining the Preſs at this Day in Popill 
Countries, by the great Labour of the Inquiſiti 
on, is the Reaſon why the Reformation can ge Reſt 
no footing in Spain, in America, in Portugal, o 
in Faly. It has in all thoſe Places been the Co 
plaint of the Proteſtants, as it was of St. Auguſtin 
in former times, That Chriſtians were ndt al 
lowed to Defend their Do&rine by Writing, and 1. 
by force of Reaſon and Argument; believing thit 4 

the Chriſtian, as alſo the Proteſtant Faith,woull 

ever gain ground of Error and Hereſies, if they 

were admitted to Print freely, and diſperſe theit 
Writings in its Defence; and Publiſh their Expo 
ſitions, by which the Eyes of the Common Pee 
ple would be Enlighned, and their Underftanc 
he: Os te OT” 


— 


Ir 
 DeWhos freed from the Miſts of Darkneſs, -Saperſti- 
„and lion and rer. An 19318 “ 
This was the very Caſe in the firſt Reformati- 
In in England; and the Papi ts. finding chat the 
Doctrine of the Lallards; as they calt them, or 
aldenſes, ſpread among the Common People, 
the Reading of the Books of that Famous Man 
ohn Wicklif, they - immediatly applyed them- 
inWelves to the ſame Work. now propoſed ( and 
zerhaps for the lame Reaſon) (viz) putting a 
Reſttaint upon the Preſs, and - deſtroying all 
hoſe Books, as far as they could lay their hands 
e ep pt 23 tif) W 


Legal Our Clergy are not inſenſible, that putting 
tep ti Legal Reſtraints upon the Preſs in Spain, and in 
ie an Portgal, is the Reaſon that the Bible is kept from 
- the Laity, and the People kept from the Know- 
ded uMedge of the Scriptures; and the having but an 
in a Heretical Book in a Family in thoſe Countries, 


* 


to the Inquiſictio ec. 
Therefore there is no doubt but 2 ing ſuch 
Reſtraints upon the Prefs, would ſuppreſs very 
much the PRINTING : But I muſt tell them, 
it might not ſuppreſs at all the Publiſhing thoſe 
Bla ſphemous Errors of which they now Com- 


is enough to bring the Maſter of that Family in- 


in ebnet £61178 een ee, 
f 1. Becauſe they could by no Power in Eng- 
land, ever expect a Law to prevent Peoples 
Reading ſuch Books, or keeping them in 
theif Houſes, they could never get leave to 
_ Seareh- Houſes for them, and purify the 
People where they were found; untefs. they 
| Lewy ſet up a kind of Proteſtant Inquiſition 
nere. Meinen denne 
2 1 IS 2. The 


nne 1 
rr 
4 > 


- 162 Bb Few ot on People being {@- 
2 ter Books, and particular ſ a 
ſuchaas ate P rohibit pr farbid, the Searching 
or ſuch Books, would be the readieſt Steg 
they eduld take, to make People put a Va 
lune upon them, Enquire for them, and Rur r. 
cChaſe them, whatever they Coſt :- As W 
4 Experienced by the Rapiſts, AN the .Caſe- A 
1: Wickleff Biluey, and Findal's Books, in th, 
2B 1 I4th,\15tb; and 16th; Century: 10} den 
i But whatare theſe LegaliReſftr 


0 
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| | aints they, wank * 
We may very well underſtand what they: m 
by their telling us what the Succeſs Was of thoſe 
they had: It is Evident, the Legal Reſmint 
they. bad, was a LICENS ER that is, - 
Tyrant of the Preſs. This was cruſb d. Mt 
ward, jon the following Reaſen n 
1. Becauſe it was WegaL in #t5; 4 ure, | 
Aa againſt the Right of the Engliſh Nation, 1 2. 
| be: farbidden fręeedpm of Speetha in heir], 
own Lawful and Juſt Defence, Since wers 
2 Book ever ſo Neceſſary, ers Ur 7 
+ Profitable in a Publick 05a; Rrivate Cal if 
lay in the Breaſt of ſuch L EN SE N ta] H 
91 duppreſs it, and Silence the Author. A | * 
2. Becauſe the Management of the Engliſn 
Government ſo often ſhifting Hands, it may 
come to paſs, that the Hreſs may come whel- 
ly into ſuch Hands, which» may put the 
fame Oppreſlive Injurieus Reſtraint. upon 
the CHURCH, as was bkely:; ta have hap- 
OA pen d, if King James had continued. N 
3. Becauſe it Deprives the Subje& of making 
the National Oppreſſtons and e 
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fugh happen, known to tne People 


oh 2 


Anh Puniſhed, whether: Author, or 


: Challe to the Diſſenters, wheri 


nd Rene 5 8g 
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"But iter a, We fo 3 ien 00 7 ** 
To There are — Legal Reſtrainlts —— 
the Preſt already; ſince every Erro Schi 
and Hereſie maintaitied in Prin N 
Proſecuted by our Laws; may he ran 

and. the Perſon Cenfated 7 wid the e afin 


985 F is: 4Ipn) t in the Gove 
. Ron gainſt Tieren 

ne kiben; and Fthe Fault is rather ks 
Church not putling ſuck Laws in Extculis 
on, and duly Proſecuting | ach Peoples 


* thet than want of Laws 9 Proſe 2 
2. Phis 18 41. kind Gt N Wes 
ment of the weakneſs of the he Hay 
** or the Incapacity of the Ghnich g 
N Divines to Defend it 
ea oaſie they ſeem to have, that 
Tfereſie ſhouid get Ground of then 
putation. The contrary to Which is, what 
r Divines of the Church of Eg ru 
all along; xretended to; witneſs Dr. 


lays, All the Church of England Divines 


ſire is, to have People come fairly and pro- 


poſe their Doubts, and make due Eg 
after Truth, tha the may hear er Boch 


dice have toifty; and Petermibe for chem 


ſelxyes. 4 N 

i retence of havin the Preſs Reſerain- 
fois the Church of England is _ 
able 
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able to ſund her Ground againſt Hereſie a 
Schiſm in Matters of Drfpute z and thereſo 
like Monſieur Jurjeu lat the Hague, Diſputit 
with Mr. S- is, when he found bis Advertt 
was too hard for him, he Petition'd the STAT 
that Mr. S- is might not be permitted to Wr 
any more againſt him. Or, as the Examin 
lt ainſt the Mealey; who finding himſt 
Nele d with the Medly's Arguments, Cri 
put my the Miniſtry poniſh him for it. 


-Joſt thus the Fam'd Dr. Calamy ( 
bove· mentioned ) did by Mr. Delau * 
Who Accepted the Doctor's Challenge ou 
which, as I have Noted, he made pris 
all the Diſſenters, to come and haf 
their Doubts fairly Diſcuſſed. Bula (1 
when, the Dr. ſound his Challenge wind 
Accepted, by a Man of Superior Leartenc; 
ing to himſelf, Cauſed the Book to. H F. 
Cruſhed at the Printing-Houſe, by tMOcca 

me Legal Reſtraint upon the PreſſSycc 
which the Convocation now are Deſrim 
ring, and his Antagonift was moſt EHB OU 
fectually Silenced, by Periſhing in $00 


Jayle. Tet Wh 1 


hen 

This was the way that Stephen Garth 121 
ner Diſputed with Archbifhoh;c; 
Cranmer, Bonner, with John PhYren 


5 Biſhop Lau, with Prinn a 
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Rl IT ® 4 BE NJ Fa, . , . p * . ; $4 3 - 
ie - Baſtwick '3 Calamy, with Delaunt ; 
= Obadtah Walkerj with Dr. Hough ; 
ern]! King James, with the Seven Biſbops, 


and Sachevertl with P Te. Aud 
this it ſeems is the way our Con- 
"3 , - vocation earneſtly deſires to Diſ- 
un{ SG +> = N r 
Ci pute with the Schiſmaticks. 
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But they that know the Strength of 
launthe Proteſtant Doctrine, the Orthodox 
nge Foundation of the Church of England 
de Principles, ind the Ability of her D I- 
halVINES to Defend” it, Contemn the 
BAſſiſtance of Force to Suppreſs Error; 
: Wand to Anſwer Arguments with Vio- 
_——— 5 
to For this Reaſon, they have on all 
y Occaſions, powerfully Reſiſted, and 
PreſſPpucceſsfully alſo, all the Errors of the 
| Del imes, to this Day; and have now ſet 
oſt Habout that moſt Effectual Step to fix a 
uin Þood Foundation of RELIGION 
In Poſterity, as the beſt Means to fix 
Them in the Truth, and Fortifie them 
Garqngainſt Hereſie; and this is, the 3 
bifhohnſtruction of Youth; Breeding Chil- 
» Phippren up in a clear Underſtanding of tlie 
1 „ * firſt 


3 26 TT 

ben Principles of the Chriſtian Relig 
on; which, if well parſued, there woul 
be lels Danger oft e Corruption of Er 
ror taking Place among them. Ah 
this will do more towards Eftabliſhin 
the Minds of the People, againſt tpf 
Contagion of Hereſie, than all chf 
Empty Negatives of keeping Il Book 
out of their Hands. 

To this, they might have jojneda Read 
Praſecution of the Law againſt eve 
Erroneous Book, either in the Name q 
themſelves, or in the Name and Authe 
.Firy of the Government, which n 
doubt would agree to it; which if Pre 
ſecuted, as the Law does already ſu 
ficiently Direct and allow ; would i 
a few Years be totally and effectuali 
Diſcouraged, and Suppreſs'd. 

One Thing more might be addy 
here; and which, next to the Inſtraci 
of the Toath, is the moſt Effectual Ste 
that can be taken ; towards the takin 
away all Danger of the Peoples bein 
Debauched into Error.; and the Omi 
ſion of which, perhaps i is at preſent. thi 
Chief Reaſon : why * are ſo eaſily le 
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lig way from the C 
oulWfeQual Reformation of the © 
Ehe Church ef Exgland; whieh hewe- 
Anger rhe Convocation have thought fit rs 
ave wholly out-oftheir Repreſentation 
ff the State f Religion, is the - Gtear 
hing which is ee t Sup 
xreſs Flagrant Errors, laſpherni 5 
ereſies, and Atheiſtical Writings; ani 
cadſthe want of which, is at prefent the 
even rief of all Good Men in the Church of 
me 17/414, as well as the Triumph of her 
Y | FT nave here preparing a Satyr upon 
h I am not here pr 
f Prefthe Vices of the Cler - the Church 
; {uid England; the Author of this is one 
ld iyho rather Mourns for the want of 
tuallfheir Reformation, than Rejoyces over 
heir Falling; but at the ſame tim 
addeſannot but Wonder how the Reveren 
uctia Con vocation could leave it out of a Re- 
Steſpreſentation of the State of Religion; 
takinFſpecially if they had a Deſign by it, to 
beinjave a Gop put to the Deluge of Im- 
Omilſiety and Licentiouſneſs, which is broke 
nt tha upon us, and which, the Reforming 
W 
aw 3 


A | 
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liverus from. Ati ene 
1 heggfore, if the Author Lives 
"io purſue this 3 he ſhall uy 
avaur tg lay downithe True Me 
4 "ie State Religion, which id 
eſent; thus e may ben 
tlie Numbers of Diſſenters L 
ed the: Blaſphempy, Errors and 1 
ts pt the Age Suppreſs'd, with 
den ge ſuch 9 as LNG Repreſd 
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